
B O O K  C L U B  K I TB O O K  C L U B  K I T   



Dear reader, 

 

For quite a while, I’d been toying with the idea of writing a book about Marilyn Monroe, one of

my idols. I’ve loved her movies since I was a teenager, but there are already so many books

concerning her that I felt compelled to imagine something completely different. 

 

That’s when I had the idea: the heroine of this book wouldn’t be Marilyn Monroe herself but a

young woman who gets to know her by chance—intimately, because she sees her every day. So

who is Pauline Bazelet? Well, to begin with, she is French, like me! And she moved to America as

a child, just as I did when I was seven. And like me, she fell in love with the new country that

welcomed her. The difference being that Pauline goes to live in Nevada, and I grew up in Boston. 

 

Why Nevada? That’s another important part of my story. For the first time ever, I wanted to

write about the West, the wilderness, the immensity, the beautiful mustangs. And about The

Misfits, Marilyn Monroe’s final movie, filmed in Reno, in 1960. I wanted everything to happen in

the secret of the hotel suite where Marilyn stayed during the shooting, and where Pauline works

as a chambermaid. So the Mapes Hotel, which really did exist, is also a key part of the novel and I

want you to feel as if you are there as well. 

 

I chose Pauline’s point of view because I want you, my reader, to see “Mrs. Miller” through her

eyes. I want you to become close to Pauline, to get to know her intimate story, her background,

her passion for horses, her family. At the beginning of this book, Pauline is stuck in a dismal life,

under the thumb of a domineering, toxic man, but everything will soon change because she learns

to stand up for herself at last. 

 

To me, what the young chambermaid and the movie star share is not a friendship—that would be

too easy and not completely credible. They share a form of sisterhood, a complicity. The woman

in the limelight notices the girl in the shadows, and that kindness will give Pauline her wings. 

 

I hope you enjoy the Nevada décor, the wild horses, the Mapes Hotel, and reading about how a

chance meeting can change a young girl’s life forever. 

Love from Paris,  

Tatiana de Rosnay 



1 .  The novel  opens at the moment Paul ine hears the news of the Mapes

hotel ’s demolit ion .  Why do you think the author chose to start  the

novel  there?

2 .  W h e n  a s k e d  h o w  s h e  f e l t  a b o u t  t h e  M a p e s  H o t e l  d e m o l i t i o n  i n

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  P a u l i n e  r e s p o n d s  b y  s a y i n g ,  “ I  c a n ’ t

h e l p  f e e l i n g  e m o t i o n a l .  T h a t  h o t e l  w a s  l i k e  a n  e n t i r e  w o r l d  t o  m e . ”

W e r e  y o u  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  h o t e l?  A r e  t h e r e

b u i l d i n g s  o r  p l a c e s  w h e r e  y o u  g r e w  o r  l i v e  n o w  t h a t  h a v e  h a d  a

f o r m i d a b l e  i m p a c t  o n  y o u r  l i f e  l i k e  t h e  M a p e s  d i d  f o r  P a u l i n e ,

M a r i l y n ,  a n d  o t h e r s?  

3.  M a r c e l l e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  w a r  b r i d e s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e i r  w a y  f r o m

F r a n c e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a f t e r  W W I I  e n d e d  (a n d  o n e  o f  t h e

l u c k y  b r i d e s  w h o  w a s  n o t  d e s e r t e d  b y  h e r  s o l d i e r ) .  W e r e  y o u  a w a r e

o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  p r i o r  t o  r e a d i n g  t h i s  n o v e l?  W o u l d  y o u  b e

w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  l e a p  o f  f a i t h  a n d  m o v e  t o  a  n e w  c o u n t r y  f o r

y o u r  p a r t n e r?

4.  M a r c e l l e  a n d  P a u l i n e  l e f t  F r a n c e  f o r  a  n e w  l i f e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s .  E x a m i n e  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  i m m i g r a n t

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  h o w  t h e i r  a g e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  m a y  h a v e

a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y ,  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s ,  t o  a s s i m i l a t e .  

5.  D i s c u s s  t h e  r o l e s  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  ( t h e  M a p e s  h o t e l ,

M a r c e l l e ’s  h a i r  s a l o n ,  t h e  D o u b l e  L a z y  H e a r t ,  e t c . )  a n d  s e t t i n g s

(P a r i s ,  N e v a d a ,  C a l i f o r n i a )  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t

c h a r a c t e r s .  W e r e  t h e y  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  p l a c e s  t o  t h e m?  W h a t

p u r p o s e s  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e y  s e r v e d?

6.  D i s c u s s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  M a r i l y n  M o n r o e  a n d  C o m m a n d e r ,

b o t h  o f  w h o m  m a d e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  o n  P a u l i n e ’s  l i f e ,  a l o n g

w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  t h e y  h a d  o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  a r o u n d  t h e m .  

BLONDE DUST 

 Reading Group Guide Questions

*Contain Spoilers*  



7.  Were you famil iar  with Mari lyn Monroe and her l i fe pr ior to reading

this novel?  Did reading this  novel  expose you to a different s ide of this

Hol lywood legend or change your perspective of her?

8.  Mari lyn has a select group of people that she cal ls  her “Happy

People”  in  the novel .  How do you think each member of her Happy

People contr ibuted to her l i fe and her work?  Who would be part of

your Happy People group?

9.  Marcel le and Paul ine were both ,  for periods of t ime ,  s ingle mothers

with young daughters .  Examine how their  c ircumstances may have

influenced their  parenting choices .  Do you think this  affected their

relat ionship with one another?  Did this  change over t ime?

10.  Analyze Paul ine ’s relat ionship with her stepfather ,  Doug .  Why do

you think their  relat ionship was so different compared to Paul ine ’s

relat ionship with her mother?

11 .  After Paul ine receives her note and check from Mari lyn ,  she thinks

of her mother ,  “the hopeful  war br ide for whom the American Dream

had gone so wrong . ”  Discuss the differences in the outcomes Marcel le

and Paul ine had in their  pursuits of the American Dream .

12.  Discuss the factors that contr ibuted to Paul ine ’s relat ionship with

Kendal l  Spencer .  How did their  levels of power and status impact their

dynamic?  How did Mari lyn help her change that?

13.  Paul ine was f irst  introduced to wi ld mustangs on the train r ide to

Reno ,  and again at the Double Lazy Heart Ranch where she met Bi l l ie-

Pearl .  How did working with the wi ld mustangs change Paul ine ’s

perspective when thinking of the future?  Did Bi l l ie-Pearl  and Mari lyn

also affect her in the same manner?
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INGREDIENTS  

3/4  ounce apple brandy

1  teaspoon grenadine

3/4  cup champagne or

sparkl ing wine

2  maraschino cherr ies

INSTRUCTIONS

1 . Measure the apple brandy and grenadine into a

cocktai l  shaker .  

2. Add enough ice to cover the l iquid and shake for  30

seconds to ensure the brandy and grenadine are

very cold .

3 . Strain into a mart in i  g lass and top up the glass with

chi l led champagne or  sparkl ing wine .

4 . Skewer one or  two maraschino cherr ies and place

them into the glass .  Serve immediately .

MARILYN MONROE COCKTAIL

Sip alongside your Blonde Dust  read and toast to

secrets ,  stardom ,  and second chances .



Pauline Bazelet

A 21-year-old French transplant

working at the Mapes Hotel ,  stuck in a

l ife she never planned—unti l  one

morning changes everything .

K e n d a l l  S p e n c e r

The charming yet  cold ass istant  d i rector  of

the Mapes Hotel .  Feared by staff ,  he ’s  kept

Paul ine under  h is  thumb for  years  with

empty promises .  But  th is  summer ,

everything sh ifts .

MEET THE CAST



MEET THE CAST

Mildred Jones

The stern head of housekeeping at

the Mapes Hotel ,  Mi ldred keeps her

staff in l ine with sharp eyes and

str icter rules .

Marcelle Hammond

Paul ine ’s styl ish ,  sharp-tongued

mother .  She brought Paris  to Reno ,

but the American dream she chased

—wealth ,  status ,  a  perfect l i fe—never

arr ived .

Doug Hammond

Paul ine ’s kind-hearted stepfather from

Nevada .  He opens her world to the wi ld

beauty of the desert—and the people

who wi l l  change her l i fe .



C A T H Y ’S  C L O W N  –  T H E  E V E R L Y  B R O T H E R S

I ’M  S O R R Y  –  B R E N D A  L E E

S T U C K  O N  Y O U  –  E L V I S  P R E S L E Y

T ’A I M E R  F O L L E M E N T  –  D A L I D A

L E S  F E U I L L E S  M O R T E S  –  Y V E S  M O N T A N D

T H E  M A N  I  L O V E  –  E L L A  F I T Z G E R A L D

M E L O D I E  D ’A M O U R  –  T H E  A M E S  B R O T H E R S

W H A T ’D  I  S A Y  –  R A Y  C H A R L E S

T H E  T W I S T  –  C H U B B Y  C H E C K E R

O N L Y  T H E  L O N E L Y  –  R O Y  O R B I S O N

W A L K I N G  T O  N E W  O R L E A N S  –  F A T S  D O M I N O

H E ’L L  H A V E  T O  G O  –  J I M  R E E V E S

A U T U M N  L E A V E S  –  F R A N K  S I N A T R A

E V E R Y  D A Y  I  H A V E  T H E  B L U E S  –  B .B .  K I N G

T O N I G H T  Y O U  B E L O N G  T O  M E  –  P A T I E N C E  A N D

P R U D E N C E

LISTEN TO THE PLAYLIST HERE! 
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